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Otto Ibenfeldt

Otto Gurth von Ibenfeldt var den trofaste sliteren som aldri ble ordfarer — men burde ha blitt
det. Den politiske maktbalansen ville det imidlertid ikke slik. Med Otto Ibenfeldt ville Frogn
fatt en utmerket ordfgrer med personlig integritet, kunnskap og lang og bred
kommunalpolitisk erfaring — samt en bredfull porsjon trendersk vidd.

Otto Ibenfeldt ble fadt i Trondheim 15. januar 1925. Etter studier — bl.a. teologistudier - ved
universitetet i Oslo, begynte han i forsvaret. Han var Orlogskaptein og arbeidet i Forsvarets
Overkommando, og han var organisert i Norges Befalsforbund som tilhgrte LO. |
Befalsforbundet hadde verv som sekretaer og som nestformann.

| 1954 flyttet han med familien til Drgbak. | Frogn var han i mer enn 30 ar en aktiv padriver i
lokalpolitikken som medlem av kommunestyret, formannskapet og en rekke politiske rad og
utvalg. Ved flere valg var han fgrstemann pa Frogn Arbeiderpartis liste og partiets
ordfgrerkandidat. Han var gruppeleder i flere perioder. Ordfarer ble han dessverre ikke.

Otto Ibenfeldt var prinsippfast og slo aldri av pa de grunnleggende verdiene partiet bygger pa,
men kunne nar det var ngdvendig, innga kompromisser, vel vitende om at det beste ofte er det
godes fiende. Som gruppeleder, og ikke minst i kraft av sin personlighet, gvde han betydelig
innflytelse pA mange av de politiske avgjgrelsene som ble tatt i den borgerlig styrte
kommunen, og pa den utviklingen kommunen gikk igjennom i hans tid.

I likhet med flere av lokalpartiets fremste tillitsvalgte unndro Otto Ibenfeldt seg aldri verv
som gjerne ble ivaretatt lenger nede i hierarkiet. Sin oppofrende tjeneste for partiet avsluttet
han som varamedlem i eldreradet.

Otto Ibenfeldt brukte aldri det tyske von” som egentlig var en del av navnet hans. Det ville
ikke veert i samsvar med hans likhetsprinsipper og politiske idealer. Han var talsmann for den
jevne mann og kvinne.

Otto Ibenfeldt var trgnderen som ble Frognpatriot og nedla en betydelig politisk innsats for
Frogn Arbeiderparti og Frogns befolkning. Han dade i november 2005, 80 ar gammel.
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Otto Gurth von Ibenfeldt was the faithful toil who never became mayor - but should have been.
However, the political balance of power would not be like that. With Otto Ibenfeldt, Frogn would have
an excellent mayor with personal integrity, knowledge and long and broad municipal political
experience - as well as a broad portion of Trgndelag wit.

Otto Ibenfeldt was born in Trondheim on January 15, 1925. After studies - i.a. studies in theology - at
the University of Oslo, he began in the Armed Forces. He was a naval captain and he worked in the
Armed Forces High Command, and he was organized in the Norwegian Commanders' Association
which belonged to LO. In the Befalsforbundet he had positions as secretary and as deputy chairman.

In 1954 he moved with his family to Drgbak. In Frogn, he was for more than 30 years an active
driving force in local politics as a member of the municipal council, the presidency and a number of
political councils and committees. In several elections, he was first on the Frogn Labor Party's list and
the party's mayoral candidate. He was group leader for several periods. Unfortunately, he did not
become mayor.

Otto Ibenfeldt was principled and never compromised on the basic values the party is based on, but
could, when necessary, make compromises, knowing that the best is often the enemy of the good. As a
group leader, and not least by virtue of his personality, he exercised considerable influence on many of
the political decisions made in the bourgeois-controlled municipality, and on the development the
municipality went through in his time.

Like several of the local party's foremost shop stewards, Otto Ibenfeldt never shied away from
positions that were often taken care of further down the hierarchy. He ended his sacrificial service for
the party as a deputy member of the senior council.

Otto Ibenfeldt never used the German "von" which was actually part of his name. It would not be in
accordance with his principles of equality and political ideals. He was an advocate for the average man
and woman.

Otto Ibenfeldt was the Trgndelag man who became the Frogn Patriot and made a significant political
effort for the Frogn Labor Party and Frogn's population. He died in November 2005, aged 80 years.



